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l lessage f rom the
Pres iden t

Y V elcorne back tirr frorn 1997.

Hope you all h:rd a grxxt breali.
Things are looking gcxrrl tor 1997
with the KI tnp planned and only
needing those tlrrt {iIIe string trl
pay Lyndlee betirre 9th April or
t iey wl l l  miss out .  I f  Iou now
L'itn't corne tirr whatcver rcllsorr
also tell Lyndlee or \!e mlrv get
stuck paying tor those thut t ion't
rum up.
\! 'ell, enough from me. I 'm sure
the rest of the nervsletter is
tempting you so have a gotx1 reud.

Jts Colrner Pre-tident

Kangaroo Is land Dig.
The big dig is t lrst appniaching
and i tirr one. lun eagerly urvtriting
l i rh  . \pr i i  A l r t rcugh
divrp;xrinted that more people are
unublc ti l  ussist in this majur
pidaeontoklgical dig, those going
rlre very kecn. The prospecLs of
tlnding remains ol rnajor
prilaeonttlklgiclrl sirtnil lcance lue
high. A l itt le geokrgica.l
knowledge urd a [itt le urphonornic
ktxrwledge. one ctul irnugine hrlrv
difterent thc counwsitle would
hrrvc kxrketJ r-luring the Plerstoce ne
lrttd rvllrt wllr roluning trountl. Wc
wt l l  t r lso ht rvc thc cornpl rnv ot
scvend lrchlrcol<lgist.s to cnlightcn
us i[ we tintl any AboriginuJ
lurtctlct.s (sce Fleuthcr Builth's
rtrt iele Iutcr).
To sit in the pcuce, pluying
Shcrkrck lkrlncs in tlrc t l irt hy
tl lry., hlrving, a tcw lrourrd thc l ire

with grxld cornpl iny, is l ike a l i t t le

i r t L r - !  \ ) l  f , i i . r . i i . u .  l i c i i i i r r i r r , . ; l i , r i

, \ l c rx r l l r  i

I ror t l tose ot vou c()nternpl l t ing

the tr lp to i \ lcrxrta thls yelr.  ( iO

Thcrc is no(hin!: l ike the
lrtrn()sphere ()t the di! '  lrt Alc(x)t1
-l 'o 

uncover rernldns of creatures S
tn r l l i o t t  vc : r s  o ld  i s  qu i t e ; r r ' , e
inspiring. Aud tirr you wh<l hlrve
never bccrr to the outbitck of the
()utbaek, it is a once in a l it 'etirne
experience thlrt you'l l  ncver tbrget
or regret.

A Recen t  T r i p  to
En tance  Cave
: \s  thc tuurrc \u{gcsts.  drere is  no
pl rVc( l  l ( )Ul ' rs t  cnt l ics t t l  hc l i r t rnd i r r
t ltrs elrvc .\ i luir(e(l rrctu' lt ' l lu'! lurt
[ l r r c r  u )  l l t c  : o r ) l l r -wc : t  ( ) l
\\ 'esterrr r\rrstnil i lr. I:ntry to the
tnlrrrt cl lttttr.tr ot' t l te cttve ls vllt
corrvolrrtctl plrssltges tlr lrt sturt with
lu clirnb tkrwrr a nlr()w 6rn
sol t r t ior r  tuhe into l r  srnul l
chrr r r t roLr ,  therr  through un cven
( n l : l l l r , r  l r n l r .  i t r l n  : r r r r r l l r r ' r  < r n ; r l l

chnmtrr, across 'thc crevit\sc',
titrrvii u sit;1;e, .iiurig .l J)aisu!e.
dorvn thc 'louge' iltd into the
tirssil chiunber. This may sound
daunting but Gav has c'llrcked ttre
minute on 'The Run".
This cave was tust oprned in the
sixties with the aid of a smiill
blast or two and wa.s tbund to bc
relatively uruemarlelbie as t'nr as
cave tbrmation was cclnce-med. It
lvAS subsequently used ils a
training cave. In 199i. cavie anl
iunateur palaeontol0gist Lurds"rv
Hatcher noticed that the urvers krj
been walking straight through a
Sthenurus skeleton, md (rvith
permission) conducted a
preliminary snartrng, er. I meirr
test dig. However. if i t rvlusn't tbr
this, the cave wouid. never huve
cornc to tie attention of ex;rn
palaeontologist. Gavin Prideau.x.
The imgrruurce of the nc!'v

megdaunid deposit in Westem
"\ustniliit wAs nol lost. on Gar,.
Current undcrslrnding ol

Quaternary taunius in thc '"vestern

hulf of the contincnt ltre
comparatively F)or. At tlis snge
tiere is generallv a scarcit! of
sites and tossil material fnlm
Westem Australia. Marnmoth
Cave is the most prominent wirh
excuvations early this century

-v"reldinu a flur lunount of rnlterial.
l inl irrtunatclv the strutigruphic
lcllrttt lnships lvere poorlt
tkrcurnentcd rnri l i ing sJrccultrt ion ot
rellrt ive i lges ol t lre rnlrtcrirLl
cxtretnclv hlrt l. A tcw othcr rninor
sitcs cxi.st in thc wcst but none ot'
them appnru:h ea,.;tern sitcs like
Nlu'acrxrrtc ()r the Wcllin{ton
Crtves.
Gitv crxrducted a prelimirurry dig ut
Junurry of '96 t() assess thc



)

p()te nti i l l  and t() get an idra o[ thc
\trirt igraphy. Things kxrkcd gtxxJ
:uul unodter {np wlrs plututed l irt '
August. hut ( i lrv rLldL\J rur
oll.sidcr. I wu^s proniiscd thc
rudventure ot a lit'etitne iutd krtcrv
thut by' then my tlegree *'ould bc
out of the wa;". I agrecd to go. At
ihat stagc I thought it rvould be ir
nice l itt le w'orking holiday. With
sornc l.unding and plane ticket.s
nroridcrl hy Consen ation luxl
I-rurd \l inagemeut luid help frortr
Lrttt lr ln' lurd it tew nilttes, \\c
it lr lVed lit u holc in the grrtund ruxl
tcr r icd in  l ights lur r l  geru ' .  \ ly  1 i rs t
tn l  l r l  r , .as t raul l r t  i i i lh  * 'h l r t  I
to t t r i t l - re t l  : r  lu \ t l l i i rh le  le :u  , r l

si ipping dorvu . j l rgged rocks iuxl

un\ce!l  prt.s, sniashing evcr-"* botie

in rnv txtdy' luld lcal 'r t tg a

taphonornicul ni-ghunlfe tor luture

pu lueonto lo r is ts  t ind ing  mc a t  thc

hottorn ot thc sclcc skrpc Wit l t i t t

ahout tliree tlrys I lvas RrtItu.t

rLtt t l t . \  r i l  a sewcr pt l)c.-.

fight Entrurce Cirle appcar\ to txj

a pit tal l  trap with sedimcnts lux1

anrrnri ls idl ing in t l trouglr

rnu l t ip lc  so lu t ion  tubcs  in  thc

rnlr ir t  chutni.*r thlt t  l l rc lr l l  t tolv

h l t ' e k c d . . \ l  t h r s  \ t : r S u  i t  s c c n l . \

thlrt  thcre is a rninirnurn ( i t  t luee

distiuctil, Liiftcrent sedimentlr.v

units that contir in tossi ls. prlssibly

firxn diltercnt holes or t.litibrent

i inic pcnrJ.. Di i , : in! r :r lr . :cs fnxt l

usins hrurds lurd hrusltes ln \olt

slutds t\)  r tcopicks ln clu1e1

eulciurn elufxuurted t i l t i i .  Slunrps

ln thc s(rt{ l rut i  pru't  of t l tc prt rvl i l l

! \ere rnelr\Llred in the iunoutrt ol '

teed bag: uscd i li3 tilled uxl u*-d

l irr  canring sediment to bc sieved

in the car"e). ' fhe rectxd wlls ab<lut

60-70 ( '"ve klst count) on t l ie last

t r ip
F i t t c e r r  \ p c c i c s  i u c  c r t i t t e I

niegutlrunll species rnclutling

Z\' !()t tLi l t ! trus, f ln ' latrtLu.t.  rurj

Sl l tcnuru.t l trorvntt aJong u i th

sevcni l  tr t l tcrs rvhich iu"- local lv

cxt i l rct such iL\ . \a1v11tplt t iu.r.

Severul cxt inct spccics have

prevulusll' only been destribed

tiom eirstcm Australia placing in

questk)n the idea 0f a tuunally

dcpruperirte Westent Ausualiu.
During tlrc August excavation lhe
jirw ot lr ncw genus of bettoug (ntt

krrngurxl) upproxitnately tluee
ti lne s lrrrgcr thittt any kntlwlt
hcttong w2rs uncovered. 

-[he

clu'hitrirtcd slutd coating wiL\
removed in sumdard vinegar (in the
rush to get a gtxxl kx)k irt thc
piece). Be'er and peanuts were
vrlraciously consumed back the
canrvrul purk. during which the jaw'

bubhled to reveal its sccrets.
In thc lutesl Februury- expcditiott
tt{\ d l l()!vslone wrls ti luntl tn tltc
c\ lcr i \ r ( )n of  the p i t  t lur t  should
11il1r\\ lr clrtc to he cstublishcd.
\\'rrrk lrrrctdcd el'ery &r,"' w'ith
te(l iuln hrokcu b1" lrccettt hours.
nl() 'v lc qu()tlng luttl prttdi_lious
lunounts ol 'bullshit. The job was
only halted in the absence of our
gencrator which was st0len with
l rhout  t i re  drr l 's  to  go ( ( )ur  next
l.Iennv was tied t0 a tree), turd tur
aftenlxrn ot'f sJrent drinking a tine
cafleret merlot. (which almost
eudLr-l up with fish ch()\&'dr'r
pilkxv,t during the opening ot
(' lrvc,'r,trrks. ir cirve irrterpretrrt ion
centre at Lalic (--ave which $e
rvere str*' ing out thc back ot in
luxurious demounLrble style oflice
trailer accom<i<-Lrtions (ic it turd a
tridge ).
Frorn il biogeographicuJ

lerspecfive thc stuclv of this urve
shouliJ allow vtr\tly enlrutced
picture of Pleistrrene tauntl
distnbutionr tiom the south
wcstclrl Austridiit. ucross the
Nulluhour t() eastem Austri i l ia to
he ctxrstructed in the t'uture. The
dilterent layers may reveal taunrr
that maY be a"ssrriated witlr
hrrh i t t r t  chunScs in the region.

Grunt Gullt '  is presently doing lt i.r
Honttitr.t prttlett ()n the Murgttrel
Rt tcr  fuunu.  I  don' t  t l t ink you

rcul l t 'u t rn l  I r t  knt tw unl lh ing eLs(
t t l tout  l t t r t t .

N la t t  N l cDorve l l  i n  Ven  us
R a l ' .
As man)' of you know. I
completed mv Honours f)egree in

BEER'N'  BONES
1()95 I studietl t-he thuna collcrcted
trorn a l-ate H<ll<xene sinkholc
Itratetl in Vcuus Bui
('onscnatiotr Puk (VB(ll)) on thc
upl)cr wcst e ()lL\t rrl Lirrc
Peninsula. The results ol 'the study
huve recently been published in
the I lTth volume of 'The Linneiur
Stxiety' of New South Wales'.
VBCP h:r^s been used as a
reint(xJuction site fbr Brush-uriled
Bettrrng ( Benong,ttt penictlutu) ux)
is crnsidered a g<xxl site tilr the
rcintrrxJuction of the other klcalll'
e \t lnct nltrvc spcetcs. pirrt icullrrl\
the Greater S ticknest Rat
\ Lt Sto r r u s t't trulib r ).
l-he sinkhole has this tiny l itt le
cntnncc. a bit over hldf a merc
rrcross rurd the walls bclleti .iu:t
insidc tri about two nicrcs aLTos\.
-I'o 

enter the sinklole. the purk':
les ident  b io lc lg is t . just  t i rew a
shovel across the holc urd droITEd
in an atuched rope lldder. \&trn
Rtxl and I tlescendetl the shovel
hlndle visibly tlexetl. not a g(xxJ
teeling when you ci['t reach t]c
'"valls. Someonc had dug a well in
the sinkhole s() that 1.7 metres oI
scdimcnt that consistcd oi t ' ," r,
t l istinct srarir could be seen rn
cr0ss section. Sediments \rere
divided into 20cm levels. the top
five of rvhich were studied.
On m_r- second trip, a humclne hrt
thc west coiust lmd it nfncd lirr
three dlrys strught. No prohicrn

-\()u \av. \r 'c ucre underlround.
WRONC}| We sarv urd srlll'ered
one oi the biggest subterrineiur
*'atertalls evcr. suggesting thc
Iikel-v candir-Llte for the txrnc
accumulatk)n. Tbe ririn stopJrcd
but the watertall didn't so I nurt
mysclf c<imlilrurhlc in ir
wheelbirmw antl ruul a btnk br
the sea.
-fhe 

tollo.*'ing specles $'rre
identitied liour the reco\'LTed
f<lssils. but the clusive Stickncst
Rat wru not among them. ()ne

speeics o[ native nrt, onc sp€r,i€:
of native hopping rnouse, thc
species 0f native mouse, (nrc

species of pygmy lxrssum, tlree
species of kmdicnot (inclutling tlte
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rahbil-qued biurdicrxrt ()r hilby'
Mucnttis lttgetis), onc specics of'
bettorr,g. two spccies ol karrgru'rxr.
sevell s1o-Cies ol dlt"svuritl
( including the dihbler.
Poruntltrthtnu.r uptttt! isl the
-fastnaniiut -l'iger (7lt\r/(l(?nr^f
L'\'nu((plklu.r) and at lcust six
sflecics 0t reptile rangiug frrxn
geck()s ttl deatJr addr-rs iurd I . fi
metre goannas.
No irrutxluecd :peLics u L'rL*
recovered lrorn thc sinklxrle
susgestion lhat f ie c0llectiorr
hidted urore thuu l-r0-11X) veln:;
BP When cornpurctl w rth thc
tntx lcnr  taurud l is t  roht lur ic t l  hv
pr t taJ l  t r l rpping) .  i t  rs  sccrr  th l { t
sornc l ' i l tccn rnalnrnrd specrcs hlrrc
becrxnc locrrl lv ex[lr)e t .urtl ouc
totally klst. Interestrngl.u- thc
rcpti le thuna sccrns to ILNc
chlurgcd verl ' l i tt lc. f l ie most
trequently trapped mlunrnlil species
is no*' thc house ln()usc (rvllt.\
musilus\.
I rectxnmended DENII shoultl. it'
possible. re-intrrxJuce thc [)ihbler'.
thc Bilbv. thc \\ 'cstcnr B<rui
Bandicrxrt (PerumL:le.s ittt,4tttni rl!t t
l tntl the Sticknest Rur crcn tl iougli
rt was not rec<xdcd ln the
sinkhole, As VBCP ollcrs ir
suitahle environrnent. lutl i t
historically occupied the re-uirin.
Five cartxrn dates were ohtirined
iirurr thrtiugillut the defx)sit
giving an agc ftulsc between
+J-{Or- 70BP urd 116{f 608P. By'
assesslng changes in the sedilncnt
l u td  l l r u t t l r  l l t r r t u ! l t t r u t  l l n l ( .
possihle chiurgcs ln thc
environment rvere inlen.ed. 

-Ihc

sinkhole's sedirnentrul rurd tuunld
rectxds imply that apprtiximately'
-ltXXlBP. thc krcal en', ironmcnt
was wetter antJ ckrsetl cmopy'
tirrest with thick understorev
dorninatetl. Beween 4(XX) luxJ
l000BP the environrnent beelme
witrtner, drier ind more l'lriublv.
while olrn patchl t irrcst
drxninated. Arourrrl l lXXlBl)
precipitatuln increasetl iuld thc
environment bequne lcss viriahle.
resulting in an incle:rse in tirrest
and understorey density. These

envir<nrnentiil chiurges arc
supJxrrted by several othcr
publications blrsed on a variety ol'
scientif rc meth(xls. F<lr a m<lre
complete report plc&se ret'er i()
lv' lcDowcll ( 1997).

Mutt MtDotve ll pre.rentlt- opryars
t() re.rule tn the busenwnt of
Bktktert'ttl St'ience.r. He l.$
c'unently doing his MSc in tlw
ureu o.f Pnkteo.

[ { ousekeep i  n  g
*Thc lt)(i7 rnenrbcrshin tees lre
no',,, due. 

-[hc' 
ottlcitt.l llust dly tir

plr) rs Apnl i l th. Yelul.v-
suhscnpt ion is  55.(X) .  pavable to
the 

-frclnurer. 
Ruchcl Flrrugia. rir

p()\l to F. i i  Palueontokrgv
Srtciety". c/- (--luhs & Srrcieties"
Flinders { Iniversity. BedtixrJ Park,
5042.
*l()()7 \ces l irur of our committee
positions witlr nerv taces. The
positions of Secretary and Club
Delegate are being adminbly hclcl
by Nlrrelle Cr:rig. C)ur new
'l-rcrL'urer 

is Rachel Farnrgia iurtl
the Lr.:k taucl a hdt) of tund ri ising
is in the hlnds ()t Ruelenc
Sherwin.
* Welcome, welcome to our [lany
ne!r'filclnbers. We hope that our
Stxicty wil l stimulate your
interest in the fascirnting arxJ
unfolding world of Palaeontology.

Fair  Day
fhrs wus aglLin a success due to
thc miurl who gale up some ol
lhcir holidlrv errjovment to ussist
with out pr(xnotion. Many. miury
thanks to all of r*ou who tetched,
cirried. sold nf lle tickets uxl
rniurned (ur should I sav
penonned) our display.
The ral'tle winnen were:
l s t  p r i ze  ( . Jack  Dan ie l s )
Brct t  Nlaston
2nd pr ize (coopers)  John
B  rooks
A sp:cilr l mention must go to
Femrurdo Farrugia wh<l miuutged
to sell An enorrnous number of
ratlle tickeLs while simultaneously
assisting with tbur other club's
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displays!!! A l itt le bird told rne
that he only joins clubs tor the
struialising, be d<rcsn't really know
what ttte clubs' aims ruxl
object.ives arc!l fhanks heups
lulyway Femando. Ard well drxre
Fiona. Raelene iuxl Jo. the rrcw
club bunner is exeellent

Barbecue
May l4th at l:fi)pm on the lau'us
oulsitJe Ilioiogicai Sciences. Bring
your triend\ rmd eat. tlrink und hc
rnerry rvith the best comprurv.

Alcoo ta  1998
I ' I .EASE NOTE:  Due  to
chimses in Liniversitv prl l ic_v". thc
Alcrxrtu trip in ll!! rvill bc rr
three unit courw instclrd of the
current two units. The trip u'ill
sti l l  be two weeks in duration. but
will include a program of lectures.

Dinosaur  Club
The Palaeo Society has recentlv
joined the Western Australian
br.mch of the Dinosaur Club.
lvlembership includes a kit
errnLr i r r ing v l r i r rus th i r r , . ls
r n e l u d i t t 5  D i n o n e u s .  t r v i c c , l

I'ear. Ttre club is e uon-protit
rlrganisation with bnnches
throughout Austrdia. which nuses
t-uncls for research on tbssils. \!'c
have a cclpv of the Dccember I t)i)6

issue tor you ttl perusc. It will be
available at the next meeting. Y()u
cltn also join tie club as iur
rndividuitl. i f you wish. Ye:rly
subscription is S I1.fi) pcr
rndividrral ruld .lo has membership
pamphlets.
Decemtrr's issue included John
Long's article on the tlrst panild
skeleton of a Mesozoic reptile
ttom Westem Australia, and two
articles by Brian Choo, one t'rn 'A

Feutherei Fo.ssil from Chinu" 'uvJ

thc other cntit led 
' ' lrr itatl l i . 

.n
u nn o t,in,g t he ro ptxl.fio rn Br u:.r l 

"



Art

Feathered Dinosaurs
(Tlte folbrvrng i.t un cilruct .fro,n
Decerircr 1996 t.tsue of
Dmonew's, u.\ r(p()ncd hv Brum
Ch<ttt on puge l,\)
"Eisily thc rn()st scn.srrturnid
dintisaur tlnd this ycur (antJ

probably this decade), hus been the
discovery o[ a sma]l therogxl
dinosaur in the Peoplc's Republic
oi China which seems to bear a
l . , . r h p ^ - ' , . r r ( . r  T h +  s k p l g t r l n  t r , 3 r :

tbund in trne laucustrine
Lagerstatten deJxrsits in thc
Liaoning Province, probahly of
Early CreLrcerrus agc. Several
luncicnt "true" bud ti lssils.
irrcludirrg Conllctu.tLtrnts turJ
.\rnornis hnve irlso becn recoverccl
in  t l tcse deposi ts . . . . . "
" . . . . . .They (photographs)  show a
gr:rcile therop<x-l dinosaur skeleton
in the tvpiclrJ c()nt()ncd tletrth-;xrsc
that cle:rly displays a nlw of
"somethings" nlong the back
tbrming a prclminent c"rest along
the ncck and back which seems to
grow shorter at tie tail. The
opinurns ol Chincsc und funericarr
Ptl lteontrtlttgi\ts w'ho hitr, 'e lrewed
gtxxl qurdit.u- pltotos :u_ggcst the
crest i.s nrude trf tcirther-like
structures lurd not l irge sclles.
Nrnned Sirutsuuropten.r pruLu,
thc tilssil c<luld be of great
imporurnce (if these sructures
prove to be true t.c:rhers) irr
providing solid evidence that
s()rne non-ltviiur theroptxls txlre
leathers. Thc ostrich-dinovtur
Pelcuntttt irttu.i hlls ir ls() bcen
reJxlfled to p()ssess teather-like
structures lkin to thc mtxlenr nttite
birds. hut thi.s intirnnation hlus yet
to be published (it l thou,sh this
rnrry  s(x)n e h iuge) .  Not  only
rvould this strcngtien the l ink
bctl"eeu bird.s lurd dinovrurs
enrlrtnously htrt ltl.srl removc one
ot tic rnlin criteri lr thlrt havc kept
butls cllr.rsit ied lrs u sepanltc cllrss
(the prcscuce of ltudrcrs rs onc ot'
t l tc principlc de tinirrg ehlrirctcrs ol
t l tc  c l luss Avcs) .

Pl iosau r id
Also in the December addition is a
relx)rt on the tindings in 199 I by
sornc geokrgy studcnLs in tic
Kalbiwi regi()n of Wcstcnl
Ausuuliu. of t luce marinc repti le
skeletons (Laptocleulus sp ). rr
th.rec mctrc long seal-likc
pliosaurid. These lue of the same
spccies as "Eric", the opalised
skeleton tirund in Ccxrber Pedy.
Thr Western Austrdian species is
the lurgest known of the
Ltptttt ' leidu.r species. heing cven
larger thrur "Eric".

I Iedia Watch

The diurvery ol the 22() rnil l ion
ve:r old ictnrutsprtruhl in the rvall
ol thc retfed chicken trrmer's
home in Wov-Woy, NSW. has
brout:ht media attention to thc
tascinating world of
palacontology. Did you catch Ifte
Advertisers full page spread in the
Education sectk)n on March l lthl
It t'eanred an article aklut the
salarnander-like creature, the
sicnitlclurce of the tlnd in
Austrudilr ind its relevrmce to
( i ( ' l l ( l w i l t l i t  l t )  L ( ) t n p i f i s r , n \  [ ( )

specics ti iuntJ in Chrnu lurd .South
Arnencir.
The urticle also rrcluded a lff_:re
(but evidently s<imewhat &unl)
story biused on an interview with
Assoc. Prr,.f, RtxJ Well.s on the
topic of "Digging up the Past"
t  w i th  photr r t r t rph t .  u  in ten icu
with Nevil lc Ptedge {curitor at SA
l luscurn)  on thc "exci t ing

cxpcnence" of t l isring tossils lI
r!rcc) iuld u l ist ()f rnil. ior t i lssil
t i r tds in  .SA.

An artist 's imoression of the
salamander-l ike tem nosPon dy l.
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Major Fossil  Finds
(The.folktwing is quoted verhulrm

iront the Adveniser)
l . (  1892) The st i r te ' .s  ear l icst
tJiscovery mrrdc wus the tix.siliscd
rernrdrrs of thc wombat-l ike
diprottxlon. lilund prcserved in thc
bed of Lake Callahrnna in the Far
North-Ea.st. Numerous tbssils aged
between 20,000 and one mill ion
yelni ago were tbund, including
ttagments of a I 8 metre tall emu-
lrke bird (Genvornis newtont') '<fiJ,

a prirnitive krmgarur (lamil',

.\tlrunurirute).
2. (1953) Two groups of  t i rss i l , .
tirund irlong a creek east tit Lkr
E_""re, one group about tlr e
rnillion _,-crus old and thc other up
t() l- i mil l ion years old. Tbc
tilssils ncluded those of a
tlamingo Qukekxlitl ). crcr.'u-lile
t Pullimnarchus), a sbeepsized
nrarsupial (ngug*aUitD and a
primitive koala Q hascolurctukte t.
3.(1969) Professor Rotl Wells
and colleague Grant Gatrell
discover Victoria Caves t'ossil
deposit.
+ (1971) Fossi ls  agcd bct ! 'veerr
l l  mi l l ion vel rs  lurd l . l  r ' r i l l ion

!eirs tirund ncur l-.rlie Fromc.
rncluding I tresh water dolphin
(order Cglllce{I ). t()othcd platypu:
tObdurodon \ and ,llurunuru \a
corrlmon rellrti!'e rlf korila anl
wr.rmblt )
5. (1976) Fossils t iom it similar
era xs [hose tilund at Lti]ie Eyre.
including plutiaj skclctons ot t irc
possurn-like ektopLtdon ind .r
rrrbbit-l ikc rvli l lrrb.v" \ P urt r u \.
6. ( l9lt7 ) (-)prl isetl t irssrl ot rr
P lutsuur. nichnmed'Eric". tbuntl
ncru Andamtxlkl. Thcse LTeilture
rvere rnlrine repti les.
1 (1991) Trevor Westl*e. u kecn
lunlrterlr niltur0list. discovcred ri
fossil ised section oi a dipnrttx.lon.
whi le  walk ing in  the Hul le t t  Covc
Recrcatiorurl Pruk. ()nr:inull l

kccping thc tl iscove n- tu hinrsell .
hc cventutrl ly lr lertcd the SA
lvtuscurn. which thcn cxr'uvlrtcd a
slte to tJiscol'cr Austnil i l 's oldcst
rl iprotrxkrn boncs, cstitn:rtcd l(
55.(XX) vcurs o ld.
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lJ . (  1995,  . lune)  Br i iur  I lohbs of
Dlrw Park. une:rthed a 2() rnillion

1'elu old l irssil tr<lm u blutk of the
River Murrity, near Bliutchetown.
'fhc 

ti lssil trckrnged to un extinct
shark-t<xrthed whulc (onlc'r
Cekrceu) that c-ruiscd thc inhurtl
sea covering eiL\tem SA benrccn 5
rnil l ion and 30 rnil l irtn yeirs ug().
,,\bxrut the size of a tkrlphin. thc
wha.les t'ed on lrsh iutd $uL.*
c(xrurr()n world wiric.
9. ( 1995, ()ctoher ) Thc rvorld's
hi.ggest tirssilised wonn discovercd
in thc i--linders Rangcs. At t)()crn

Iong ind 5-5cm widc. the giunt.
segrnentcd, ovld-shlq--rl \!orrn ls
cstimated to be -530 rnil l iol i vcru:
i r ld .  I ) rc t rn. l r )nt ( t  r ( . \  l rvec l  onl r  i r r
thc sel luid possiblv !! iL\ lun()n!.:
the world's e:rl iest lurunlds.

F r a n c e
( )ther pulaeontolor:icul tlews
reg)rted by the rnediu this yeir
included the "&xrmed Dinosaur
Eggs" (Arileni.ier lt\-l\97) tirund
neu the lv{editerrurean p0rt ()f Sete
in southcm France. Thituslurds ot'
nests. cuch hu."' ing betrr,cen l i '"e
luud lllicen c!gs ',\,ere ioerrted. ,\gc
ol thc cggs hu-s been estirnlrtcd It
6E to 71 rnil l i t ln yetus. 

-l-hc 
reuson

thev did nrlt huteh is so ttrr u
nl vster\"

Beunus  A i res
The .\unrlrrv Muil hiu: reglrted the
finding of I () rnetre l<lng
clrnivorous dinosaur.s itr the town
ot Paso de los Indios. 1,5(X) knt
\outh ot Beunos Aires. 

-l lrc

tlinosaurs \r'ere &rtetl trt I l5
tnil l ion yeius old.

CAVEPS 1997
' fhe 

sixth biennral (--onterence of
Austra.liusiiur Vertebnile
Evolution. Pa-laeontoktgy arxl
Systematics (CAVEPS), wil l be
held in Perth tiom 7rh ro l lrh
.luly, iuld will inclucle an
extinction symgrsium lrranged hy
Alex Birnes. Thc contcrerrce ts lr
chance tix pirlireontologists t()
c(ngregate to present ruxyor
discuss cturent investisations lnd

opinions. (My dictirnary i i lso
quotes sym-po's i -0n [ . ryn-
together+pr,r.rr.r - a drinkingl.
lv' l l l ie of this what you wil l l !)
l'ltey huve lds<l heen ofl'ered a trip
to (iogo (neitr Brrxrme in WA) firr
those interested in Palaeozoic t ' ish.
rund u trip to thc sout-h rvcst l()r
tlrose intcrestcd in Quatemlul,
t I l lunInAts.

l 'he midn theme ti lr this
svurposiurn will be aillmced
dutings teehniqucs oI Austri i l i iur
sitcs. Ncw thtings show that most
()t the Australi l �ul megalaunal sites
lre rnuch oldcr thlut could be duted
"r,"' i thin t-he pructicuJ Iirnits ot'
nu l i tur rhrn d: r t in l " .  I t  was qurxcd
!l l irt lhc In()rc it(h'lulced rncthrxls
li ,r , l  r l l i l l j  r u:: [ 

' i-f 
h d;rtrrrs ) glrr e

highcr tigurcs thiln the ratlirrartxur
dirtlrlil ( rvith rctbrence to R(xJ
\\ 'cl ls turd Kcvin Moriarty's
relrssesscd dutcs of the Naracrxlrte
(lave me glf irunal accurnulations).
It was also noted that although
miny iueil\ h.rd Jnuluccd artefict\
at the sites of megalaunal remains.
there wiLs as yet no cOnclusive
evitlence of human/tuunll
I i l I cn te  { lo t i s .

l-he corr lcrcnce r"r, i l l  l r lso include lr
\c\slon on isl lrnd biogeognrphr' .  l r
\ubicct of relevlurce to thc
S( ) ( l c t \ ' .  r i  i th  thC up( ' ( ) ln i r l r
Kiurglutxr Isl lurd tr ip.
Also merrlrt lned wils i l  prcscntitt i()l l
of research done on at dep<tsit in
I-indsuy Htrl l Cirve on the
Nullubour Plain which "contldns

mcgatuunal species distinguishable
fiorn elscu,herc in Australilr".
prescrrtcd hv one (i..1 Priderrux
( l ( ) ( )J) .  iurd of  T ight  Entrurce
('uve. "thc l lLrgest :urd most
diversc rne glrluuntrJ ;ussemblirge vet
discovered in WA", currcntly undcr
investigation by Hatcher, lv{oriiut-v-
and Prideaux.
There will he ntrre on the paJrrs
cited at a luter date.... alier I 've
luctuullv rerd thern!|

BEER'N '  BONES
So Why Are the
A rch aeologis ts
Interested in Rock v
R ive r?
As you are aware. during the April
mid-semester break the
PaJaeontology Smiery wil l be
joinetl by members ol. rhe
Archaeology Sc-'c-iety on a tield
trip to Rtru-ky Rrver. A genenrJ
survcy and test excavatiorr
including a shoreiine rrench wiil
be urried out at the Rtrcky fuver
Iagurn. in the Flinders Chllse.
This is the site where. since 1935.
extinct megalauna bones havc
been tirund, including Diprotodon,
Zvgotrutturus. Sthenuru.s as well
lrs (irev Kiurgarrxr. T.T smluriun
Devil. and Dwirt E,mu. Recenr
racliturbon dares suggest the
survivul of the megataurud species
until the end of the Pleist<rcenc on
Kangzutn Island, wirh rhc
possibility of an interaction ot
these animals with human hunter
gatherers.
The presence of stone artetacts on
eroding land surlaees surnrunding
the lagrxln iuea at Rrrck_'" River.
and tJte geomurphrc.conreKt r)f this
luchaeokrgicld recrrd su-cgcst.s thut
humim occupation extends back to
the Late Pleistocene.
-fdien 

together. trese prehminury

flalaeon()logic:rl & luckreokrgic:.rl
dlrui suggests tiat Rrxky fuver
presents one oi the [r()st
promising locations tor seeking
evidence of the possible
interaction between humans iurl
thc Australian nregafhuna.
Proposed PhD resetrch in iul
atternpt t() krcate evidence for this
interaction wil l involve:
l. Recording ol' the extent ol '
surtace rtrchaeolt.lg\'.
2. The identitication iurd testing oi
potential archaeological deJxtsirs,
3. The monitoring of sedimenr
cores.
.1. Palaeclntolo-gical tesl\ tirr
archaeological e\idence ol humarr
involvement with megalaunal
remains (stone ttxrls. cutrnarks or
butchery dismemherment of txlnes
etc)
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All sounds pretty exciting do€.\n't
it ' l  Might see you thcre.

Htuthtr Bwlth hus recently
cornpletctl her Honour.t De,gree on
Kunguroo Islurul urcfuteoktgy uul
i.r now conunancing her PhD
thesis, vvhit'lr incLLules reseurch r.in
p<ts.srbla huntun/ tw'4ufaunul
tnter(lL'tron,\.

F r rnd r r i s i nq  f n ! '  l 9 t l 7
A couple of fund nusing

projecLs ;ue in tie pipe-line tor
this yeu. These include sJrcaliers
giv ing talli.s ba.sed on
Pallrcontologicel themes (sLrting

in Semester 2) a-s well as a majrlr
event earlv on in .September
(denils wil l bc lurnriunccd ut ir
Iirter r-Lrte).
Fundrarsing is ttot u otle-pcrs()n
show lrntl is inost succcsstul when
contrihutions rue m{dc by many.
So please, if you have any frurd
raising ideas or wish to belp out
with the organising of ury events,
then let me know. Ail heip wtuld
ccruunlv he lpprecilted.
St l - r t in !  r r  i th  the nc\ t  n !cet lnr .

r.re rr. i i l  be iral ' irtg i l  \mirl l r ift le
Tlre pnzc wil l he a chticollrte brr
or sollrc 0t]1er smtLll l tcrn. IJ
i ln\'()nc ,,, ' ishes t() donirtc pnzc\ to
this ri l t le plea-se tet rne know.
Anv c()ntrihutions. no matter ho$'
.suurll wouli l bc grearll rreccpted.
Thlnkyou.

Rutlcne Sltanttn, Furulruisinq
cottrdrntrtrtt- ( plt()ne 32.72666bi.

N e * s  f r o m  t h e  L a b
-fhc 

new il i t i)rrnlrt()n ccnUc irt thc
Nlrlrctxlne (' in'cs is ultdenvlrr '. .\
rrew Thvlircolco skelcton hirs hcerr
cornpletcd (u-lu Ed Blulel arxJ
Pctcr Dlcnkc) iutd is .;ust u'lLit irrg
assernhly. Thc sen'ices of Stevcrr
Il i lyter hlvc hccn cri l led on. Sornc
ot vou rniry hltvc se€n his
wondcrtul -l-dirnertsionrrl rvlurlc
rnund ;.rt t] lc Si\ Whlrlc [ 'etrtre lrt
Victor i l lrrborrr. l lc wil l bc
rcsponsih lc  t i r l  l r  s i tn i l lu '  s tv lc  o l '

BEER'N '  BONES
wrlrk of the Nanrcrxrrle luelL
includirrg automatcd rntdcls. Thc
blue-print is cunenlly on tl isplay
in thc Palaco lab.
The tcrrain testing hus heen
cornpleted uxl thc site tirund
suitable. F<lr those of y'<lu who
hale been rxr he Palaeo I course.
the new centre rvil l  bc on the sitc
where we hlve been wct-scrcening.
and wil l thus be awtue of its
proxiinit;,' to A.le.xrn,Jria C:r.;e. It
would have bccn a l itt le
t.liscclncerting to suddenly t'md
vourself in thc t[rsement of the
(lentre rvhgn n<i-one even lcrew
tiere was a blusementll l

Prtsttlt 'nt;
. lo Colnrcr, ph.337t)726U
Vice pre.sidcnt:
Lrrullee Turner, ph.E2966836
Secretury:
NurcLlc Cruig, ph.E2703252

N'e.tt edition ot' B EER'.V'B()'\ 'E.\
t . t  t i t r  Ln tur ! r ' . lunc. , {ny r t r r r r '1 . , r
cun ltt: iitnvurdetl i(: Il!c (lttor dt
r i l l ]  \ I l l ,3 ( ' .

Etl t I o r, Lt rull ec f'ttrn c r.

Gone: the
diprotodon
optslum,
which grew as
big as a
hippo-
polsmu!.

An extinct species af masupial,
Palorchestes azael, pain staki ng l'/
reconstruc|ed fram fassil refiairs
The animal useC /ts trunk io 'eacf

into trees and bus,hes


